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XXVII. 


mox daturos 


—— of all Poets, Vir ) himfelf. He hath the Ad- 
antage confeſſedly of the La in coming before 
Nan and Writing in a Tongue more proper for 

alto 57 of the Doriek Dialect, 


to have had a Soul more ſoftiy and tedderly in- 


clined to this way of Writing than Virgil; whoſe 
Genius led him naturally to Sublimity. It is true that 


the great Roman, by the Nicenefs of his Judgment, 
and great Command of himfelf, hath acquitted himfelf 
dexterouſly this way. Bat a penetrating Judge will 
find there the Seeds of that Fire which burned after- 
wards fo bright in the Geor, 1 — and blazed out in 
owever, diſſemble — 
theſe bold Strokes appear chiefly in thofe — 
Vigil, which gught nat to be nym 
iis P which are indeed 
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faid to have improved béyond 
we him, the Ancient 
Language ‘could not 


„Which 
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Biop and Melcher ug the woll be all of che Paftoral kind; bor by the ben Judges 

of ate’ only called his Select — ‘as ‘the Wiss 

orals. ..The two ral thefe are Eclegue originally’ mearis. 
| ed to be far short of Theocrites; 
J wal more largely, becaufe ‘he the Thpoſt who ¥ vin e the Pains to confalt Scalse 


eſe two Poets, will find — 
Theoerités iliath out:done him in tdoſe very Pa 
hath: roduced in honour of | 
in hört, more immddence, Sirmpli- 
and elle hati Beds dow asthe 

diftinguithing Marks of Paſtoral, in the Greek than 
the Romas ; and all Arguments from the Exa@nefs, 
‘Pro ropriety, Cohicifenefs and Nobleneſs of may 
— Well de turns again him. There is indeed 
metimts u & and Clownithnefs in 
ho börrowed Bis, greàteſt 
Beauties from him, hath avoided. I will however 
add, that Virgil, out of the Excellence of Genius 
only, hath come ſhort of Zheocritus; and had pof- 
fibly excelled him, if in greater Subjects he had not 
been born to excel all kind. 


Icalians were the firſt, amongtt the Moderns, 
fell into Paftoral ‘Writigg. Jt is obferved, that 
— of Nation’ a vely br id ah 
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